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MDHHS: Visitation
If the County Risk Level (based on the MI Safe Start Map) is Level E
then indoor visitation is NOT allowed (with limited exceptions: see Slides 21-23).

https://mistartmap.info/county_risk_levels

https://mistartmap.info/county_risk_levels






BCHD: Visitation
1. Visitation should be limited to visitors willing to complete a survey regarding symptom, 

testing, and travel history (identical to survey required of healthcare workers).
2. Visitation should be limited to visitors willing to provide verified contact information 

(name, address, phone, email).
3. Visitation should be limited to visitors willing to maintain a continuous physical 

separation of at least 6 feet from residents and staff.
4. Visitation should be limited to visitors willing to wear a mask at all times, and visitors 

who decline to wear a mask or remove the mask should be prohibited.
5. Indoor visitation should be prohibited if any new COVID-19 cases originated within the 

facility (among residents or staff) within the prior 14 days.
6. Outdoor visitation may occur at windows or at designated outdoor areas.

In cases where BCHD requirements are more restrictive than MDHHS requirements, then 
BCHD requirements must be followed.



BCHD: Testing
1. When indoor visitation is permitted (i.e., when the County Risk Level is NOT Level E), 

all indoor visitors must be tested, either at the facility or elsewhere, providing 
documentation of a test result with the specimen collected within previous 72 hours. 

2. When county test positivity rate exceeds 5% (as on 11-02-2020), facility should 
consider weekly testing of all staff (who have not tested positive within 90 days).

3. Facilities in outbreak status (2+ cases that originated at facility) must follow CMS 
recommendations for staff and resident testing: all staff and residents should be 
tested, and all staff and residents that tested negative should be retested every 3 to 7 
days until testing identifies no new cases for a period of at least 14 days since the 
most recently identified case of facility-origin.



Outbreak Status
Beginning: 2+ laboratory-confirmed cases among workers at a facility with onset within a 
14-day period, who are epidemiologically linked, do not share a household, and are not a 
close contact of each other outside the workplace.

End: Following the specimen collection date of the most recently confirmed case, an 
outbreak at a facility will end when no additional cases have occurred for 28 days – or 
twice the incubation period of the coronavirus (14 days).

This “rule” came from the World Health Organization (WHO) and serves to create a time 
span sufficiently long to ensure the interruption of human-to-human transmission of a 
virus.

https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.cste.org/resource/resmgr/ps/positionstatement2020/Interim-20-ID-02_COVID-19.pdf
https://www.sahmri.org/m/uploads/2020/05/11/covid-19-evidence-update-when-will-this-be-over.pdf
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Exceptions to visitations restrictions BUT testing is still required (except at end of life)
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Exceptions to visitations restrictions BUT testing is still required (except at end of life)



Antigen Testing: see additional guidance from BCHD





https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/08/milestone-fda-oks-simple-accurate-coronavirus-test-could-cost-just-5
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/27/trump-administration-will-deploy-150-million-rapid-tests-in-2020.html

https://skillednursingnews.com/2020/09/feds-to-send-18-million-abbott-covid-19-tests-to-nursing-homes-as-part-of-expanded-testing-strategy/
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